[The role of regional and local authorities in shaping health-conducive environmental determinants in the light of the Polish legislation].
This study is a continuation of earlier research concerning the role of public health administration (governmental and self-governmental) in health protection and health promotion. The aim of the study was to specify the function of local self-governments (at county, community and district levels) in shaping health-conducive environmental determinants. Polish legal acts concerning biological, chemical and physical hazards, binding up to November 30, 2009 were the subject of the study. All these acts were analyzed and the provisions referring to the control of the above mentioned hazards and obligations imposed on local self-governments to promote health-conducive environmental factors were identified. Of the 41 environment protection legal acts, 24 were selected as the most important from the point of the aim of the analysis. It was found that these acts underline the significance of environmental health determinants and explicitly formulate the role and duties of local authorities in the area of environmental health promotion, as well as in controlling and monitoring harmful biological, chemical and physical factors. The participation of local societies in these activities is also emphasized.